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Two Basic Concepts of Traditional Chinese Gong-diao Theory 


Liu Yongfu 

[summary] In traditional Chinese gong-diao theory,’ diao-gao” and’ diao-tou” are interdepen- 
dent and indivisible integrity though they belong to different concepts. They both 
are embodied by shi-er 1 (twelve principles) and their numbers are both twelve” L- 
፻80” , which determines the height 01" yin-zhu”, represents” diao-gao”, while" 1- 
፻80” , which decides the height of’ zhu-yin”, signifies’ diao-tou”. When a musical 
composition is in the pattern of gong-diao, they combine into integrity. In tradi- 
tional Chinese gong-diao theory, the two names’ zhi-diao” and’ wei-diao” actually 
refer to" diao-gao” and’ diao-tou”. They belong to two levels of the same system. 

[key words] diao-gao / diao-tou / yin-zhu / zhu-yin / 1 / sheng / zhi-diao / wei-diao 


